Editorial
In the report from Wrington Parish Council, you will see that they have had several complaints from concerned residents about the problem of dog mess
around the village. I walk to work down
School road every day and hardly a day
goes by without having to dodge piles of
dog mess. A few days ago there was
even a pile on the bottom step of our
shop doorway!!

ture ‘On Our Farms’ Has written two articles this month. One zones in on how
the dog poo can cause problems for cattle. The other, in many ways is more serious and worrying and highlights criminal damage and consequential losses to
local farmers.
Onto a subject much closer to home…
literally. I and many other people in
Wrington were sad to see that Debbie
Fortune has found it necessary to close
her Wrington Office. Not only is it a sad
day for her and her team, Debbie has
been in that office over 30 years, but it is
sad for the village. We cannot afford to
lose anymore shops/businesses from the
centre of the village.

Either this is due to dog owners not
clearing up or even worse, some are
allowing their dogs to roam free.
I’m sure that the majority of dog owners
are responsible and I have yet to see
anyone not clearing up after their dog.
As I mentioned in the December Journal,
North Somerset Council have recently
introduced Public Space Protection Orders, some of which are an attempt to
stamp out this problem.

What has happened to Debbie could not
have been prevented by the people of
Wrington, but they can help to ensure
that the remaining shops survive. Someone came into our shop the other day
and apologised for only spending 40p. I
pointed out that if every adult in Wrington
spent 40p. I would be a very happy man.

Sadly, it is unlikely they will have the resources to enforce them emphatically,

It would also appear that this is not just a
problem of anti social behaviour towards Let’s hope that Debbie’s office doesn’t
become yet another turned into a
humans.
house!!
Nick Green, who writes the regular fea-
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News from All Saints Church, Wrington
Where ever we live, in whatever community we are a part, there are
people we get on with, people we find difficult, people we would rather not be with. I believe one of the fundamental principles of the
Christian Faith or for that matter living together as human beings is
that we need to get on with everyone, be inclusive, not marginalise
people - in fact, as Jesus said "Love your neighbour as yourself". Not
easy! We all have our likes and dislikes, our prejudices and our hang
ups.
I came across this piece of writing by a Brian Bilston. He wrote it
about refugees but the ideas it puts forward and the thoughts and
feelings created by reading it impinges on very many aspects of our
lives and our relationships with neighbours and others. Read, reflect,
react and ACT!
Read it twice - from the top to bottom and then from bottom to top
They have no need of our help
So do not tell me
These haggard faces could belong to you or me
Should life have dealt a different hand
We need to see them for who they really are
Chancers and scroungers
Layabouts and loungers
With bombs up their sleeves
Cut-throats and thieves
They are not
Welcome here
We should make them
Go back to where they came from
They cannot
Share our food
Share our homes
Share our countries
Instead let us
Build a wall to keep them out
It is not okay to say
These are people just like us
A place should only belong to those who are born there
Do not be so stupid to think that
The world can be looked at another way.

From our visiting retired minister, Revd John Angle
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From All Saints Cont…...
As we recover from the Christmas
festivities, it is worthwhile to review all we enjoyed during Advent
and the Christmas celebrations.

The School Carol service and the
joint Carol service with the URC
were well attended and refreshments greatly appreciated.

The Advent Carol service was
inspirational and out thanks go to
all involved.

The Crib service on Christmas
Eve was enormously popular and
the church was filled to the rafters! The highlight was the new
It was amazing to see all the difborn lamb brought by a shepherd
ferent and some very unusual Nato the delight of the children.
tivity cribs at our inaugural Nativity festival which attracted so
How fortunate we are to have so
many visitors, not only from
much support during the vacancy.
Wrington!
We hope to have some positive
Compline was said on Tuesdays news about the appointment of a
with a short address by way of
new incumbent in the next edition
preparation for the religious asof The Journal.
pects of the festival.
A happy, healthy and peaceful
The Messy Church Christmas
2018. Please look out for inforparty took place in church and
mation regarding Lent and Easter.
was a good way for families to
Fiona Densham & Andrew
start thinking about the true reaWhiting
son for Christmas.

Churchwardens
Alan Richard Cross
Sue and family would like to give sincere thanks for your expressions of
sympathy, love and support. Thank you to the Rev Andrew Hemming for his
kind words and comforting service in celebration of Alans life on 12th October after his sudden passing on the 29th September. Thank you also to
Keith C Britton & Son funeral directors for their caring and professional service.
The family are also very grateful for the generous donations to Hereford
ITU.
Many thanks Sue
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From All Saints Cont…...
REGULAR EVENTS
Every Friday (except Good Friday & during August)
2pm

Edward Bear Club

For pre-school children & their parents/carers in All Saints’
Come and join us for music, stories and craft, with tea and squash afterwards!
Any questions? Do contact Pauline Wathen on 01934-862650
Every 1st Tuesday

10am-12 noon

The Alzheimer’s Society Hub in the Reading Room

If you are worried about your memory or have had a diagnosis of Dementia, or someone you know is affected by dementia, do come along to the Hub for support and advice.
For more details, call Helen Harvey-Foster, an Alzheimer’s Society Dementia Support
Worker, on 07740 456706.
Every 2nd Saturday
10am-12pm The Big Clean Up in All Saints’ - all welcome for cleaning, coffee &
cake!
Every 2nd Sunday
4pm Messy Church in the Memorial Hall
Fun and food for the under-11s and their families
Every 3rd Sunday of the Month
9.30am All Age Breakfast Café Church
A different kind of worship with cafetière coffee, croissants and good company!

From the Registers
FUNERALS
All Saints’
11 January
Doris Brooks, aged 94
19 January
Barbara Knight, aged 86
Holy Trinity
20 December
Anne Marks, aged 93
12 January
Gerald Bird, aged 87
St Peter’s Chapel, Thomas Davis Funeral Directors
30 January
Stella Heron, aged 90
Weston Crematorium
13 December Sylvia “Peggy Clements, aged 89
19 December
Linda Wiles, aged 54
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On Our Farms…. dogs
You may remember a recent article in ‘On Our Farms’ encouraging the use
of the public footpaths we are so lucky to have in our Parish. This remains
the case but it comes with a caveat. Please keep your dogs on a lead and if
they poo please pick it up. Now, this isn’t just about moaning farmers. Unfortunately, seven sheep appeared to have died as a result of dog worrying in a
single day at the top of Wrington Hill before Christmas. Public minded people phoned to tell us there were dead sheep in the field. The calls were appreciated. What would have been better is if those that saw the dead sheep
happened to see whatever dog it was believed was chasing the sheep. As
well as worrying livestock, dogs running loose around fields, through hedgerows and wildlife corridors disrupt the ground nesting birds and wildlife that
are about. As well as the more commonly seen pheasant, there are Lapwings and other such birds, hares and deer. They all ‘lie up’ in the daytime –
just when people are out and about walking. You might ask the question,
why do we need to pick dog poo up in the countryside, surely it will decompose just like any other animal manure? Ultimately it does. Unfortunately, in
the meantime, it is often infected with Neospora. Neospora can infect cattle
if they come into contact with it. In turn, this can cause multiple abortion in
pregnant animals. If they do manage to stay pregnant the disease can pass
quite easily between the pregnant cow and its embryo leaving an infected
calf when it is born. So, asking for dogs to be kept under control isn’t a
symptom of moaning farmer syndrome but a reasoned request that if not
followed can have dire consequences. Your help with this is appreciated by
the farming community.

Who rose to the challenge of my December 2016 article and grew some of
your Christmas Dinner this year? A locally produced turkey or piece of meat
for the meat eaters in the village paired with home grown potatoes, sprouts,
carrots and swede. Cheese and biscuits at the end washed down with juice,
beer, cider or wine. Even if you didn’t grow it yourself the whole meal can be
sourced from Wrington. Aren’t we lucky living where we do?

Nick Green
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Views from Christ Church, Redhill
By the time this article is published Christmas will have faded into
a distant memory. This is not helped
by the rapid approach of Lent and
Easter. In fact, these two festivals are
one of a piece. The birth of Jesus
(Christmas) was the unprecedented
appearance of God in human form.
Never before had we been given such
an insight into the workings of God.
He came so that we might understand
Him better and so better return His
love. But also that we could see Him
experience our lives. Good Friday,
when we remember the death of Jesus, is God going through the ultimate human experience. Easter Day,
Jesus manifests the ultimate divine
experience; resurrection from the
dead. Jesus was born, not just that we
might know that God is prepared to
share in our human lives, but that we
may have the hope that we will share
in His divine life; New Life.

parent death of winter. Our New Life
springs out of the death and resurrection of Jesus.
Whilst this was never going to be a
comprehensive explanation of these
great festivals, I hope it brings into
focus the mystery, wonder and excitement of Easter as a pair with
Christmas. And it comes at a time
when our gardens and the countryside are just bursting with the joy and
wonder of new life.
February 14th, Valentine's Day, is the
start of Lent; interesting juxtaposing
of highs and lows. But do not take it
that Lent is meant to be a miserable
time. I find it an exciting time. A time
when we can relish and explore the
wonder of New Life.
You will see from our calendar of
events that there is a lot going on
across the Benefice during Lent, all
aimed at promoting a shared exploration of New Life. Join in the events as
much or as little as you wish, but do
not miss out on the wonder and the
hope as we approach Easter.

December and January have been
marked with an exceptionally high
number of funerals across the benefice. At each I have tried to speak of
the hope of this New Life. Difficult,
May we all share in the joy of New
when no one knows what that New
Life.
Life will be like. But I am sure that the
Andrew
witness of the lambs and calves, the
flowers and the tree buds this spring
Rev’d Andrew Hemming
Priest for Redhill
all speak of God’s promise of New
Life. Their life springs out of the ap-
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Views from Christ Church, Redhill
Every 4th Wednesday
10.30am-12.30pm

Coffee’n’Company

An pop-up café providing an opportunity to catch up with friends and
meet new ones over coffee and cake
Every 4th Sunday
4-5pm

Storytime

A time to explore Bible stories for primary aged children and their families
Alternate Thursdays
2-3.30pm

The Tot Spot

Come and have some fun with other young parents and their toddlers

Edward Wedlake

Lyn Wedlake and family thank all friends and neighbours for their kind
letters and cards, following the loss of Edward

Singing for Fun
Our next Singing for Fun will be held at Christ Church, Redhill, on
Tuesday 20 February 2018 starting at 7pm.
Our first session in November was very successful. We had great
fun singing Jerusalem, Abba, Elvis and songs from shows. At times
we had the Church rocking with laughter and music.
No singing or musical skills are required and everyone is welcome to
join us for an evening of fun with a well deserved refreshment break.
Please bring any favourite CDs and the words if possible.
We look forward to seeing everyone.
Enquiries to Tina Hillis 07835806555
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Butcombe Church News
Diary Dates:

Sunday 4th February 9am "Xplore" Family Worship and breakfast in the village hall. All welcome

Week beginning 19th February Lent groups start , see Notice
Sheets for details of dates and venues

Sunday 11th March 10am Mothering Sunday Service including
Hugging the Church, which will need sensible shoes!

Friday 30th March children's Easter workshop in the village
hall from 10am - 12

Please note Sunday 1st April , rather than a United Benefice
Service each church will have its own Easter Service

Jane Pemberton
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Butcombe News
An Evening of Magic for the Bristol Eye Hospital

Butcombe Village Hall, Friday 23rd March 2018, 7pm
We are holding an Evening of Magic at Butcombe Village Hall on Friday 23rd March at 7pm. This will be in aid of the Bristol Eye Hospital.
Stephen Wells, who is a member of the Magic Circle, will be delighting and amazing his audience with his magical skills. We will be having a delicious supper, with a choice of hot pies from the Unusual Pie
Company, followed by scrumptious desserts. There will be a licensed
bar, and of course a raffle with some excellent prizes. Tickets are £18
for adults, and £10 for children, and can be obtained from Georgina
Jefferies on 01761462269 or by email at georgina.jefferies7@gmail.com .
Book you tickets soon, as they will be selling fast (like hot pies!): state
your pie order when you book please! (Chicken& ham, Beef & ale,
steak & kidney, or vegetarian)

FEBRUARY WINTER-WARMERS
Recently returned from a yoga teacher training in Bali, Helle would
like to offer some heartwarming winter sessions of “Hygge with light
yoga" in the village hall in Butcombe.
With emphasis on bringing warmth and calm to your body through
restorative movement and awareness, she would like an inner glow
of winter warmth (with a Danish flavour!) to start here and spread
through your week
Anyone is welcome to join with open heart and mind!
Mondays 5th/12th/19th/26th February from 1030 to 1130
Butcombe Village Hall
Contact: Helle Browne 07973 835 897 or hellebrowne@mac.com
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from Wrington Chapel
February normally seems so dreary, it’s good to fill it with parties and celebrations. Nothing breaks up a dark evening like meeting with friends and
enjoying the time together.
That said, February is also the time to take stock and prepare for the good
things of Spring. The time of Lent begins on 19th February. Lent is traditionally a time of fasting in preparation for Easter. But different traditions dealt
with it in different ways. Some did so for seven weeks, some for a fortnight.
In fact, in the first three centuries of the Christian Church, they only fasted
for three days. So there is nothing sacred about the length of the period. In
fact, in the 18th century, it was almost completely abandoned in the Western
Church.
Today, the emphasis is not so much on what you give up, but on your spiritual focus. So the Chapel will be holding Lent Groups (please see posters
in the village in due course), but there is no morbid breast-beating. These
are meant to be times of fellowship, learning and laughter.
Another event worth noting is a showing of the film ‘The Shack,’ at the
Chapel on Saturday 17th February at 6.30pm. This is a powerful film that
might draw a few tears, but which speaks very deeply about our beliefs, all in
a setting that makes you think again. It’s certainly not dry and boring.
Venerate takes place again at 7.30pm on Sunday 11th February. All are
welcome to share in some fine contemporary Christian music, to worship
freely (and drink coffee), and pray openly.
Sunbeams mums and tots group runs as normal on Wednesday mornings at 10.30am during term time. Chat, sing, and let your little ones play
until they sleep for the rest of the day. What a great idea.
Sunday worship is at 9.30am, with Communion on the second Sunday
(11th February). Most of the teaching on Sundays is recorded, and can now
be found on our website.
You could just come to worship, and you would be very welcome. But why
miss out on learning and laughing together in small groups where you can
find support and encouragement. Christian belief, and following Jesus, is not
just for an hour or so on Sundays. So, feel free to find out about our House
groups. These meet at different times during the week. The plan is to make
sure no one feels alone, or unprepared for this life we are called to live.
Please contact us for details.
If you want to know more, or want to make contact, please see our website
on wringtonchapel.com for more details than seems possible on.
I wish you every blessing
Reverend Duncan Tuck
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Burrington News
From Holy Trinity Church
December was an eventful and
successful month for Holy Trinity.
We had a well attended combined
benefice service on Advent Sunday, with all the traditional advent
hymns looking forward to the birth
of Jesus. The following Sunday
we had the carol service on a
snowy evening, with David
Heslop kindly taking the service
and with a good variety of readers, who read the beautiful
Christmas lessons in the King
James’ Bible that we all know and
love! The church looked very
Christmassy thanks to the altar
guild who had put a lot of time
trouble and skill into decorating
the church. We had the school
choir and the Trinity singers to
make the whole occasion one to
remember.
Midnight mass had been under
threat, with no incumbent and
pressure on all available clergy.
Many thanks to John and Heather
Lee who together with the church
office got John Andrew to take the
service and Rachel Bowers kindly
turned out to play the organ.
There was a very good congregation at the midnight service as
well as at the Christmas morning
communion taken by Tom Ekin.

We say goodbye to Alison Waite
as head of Burrington school and
there was a leaving service for
her on 18th December.

There were funerals for Ann
Marks and Meg Buxton this
month.
We had a PCC meeting on 7th
December, and the idea of a
broadband aerial on the church
tower was rejected due to opposition from the school governors.
The one and only candidate for
the new vicar came to see round
the parish and the benefice, and
to meet as many of us as possible. He and his wife came to look
round informally, and I hope had
a good chance to see if we are a
satisfactory fit. I am pleased to
say the parish and diocesan assessment went well and the definitive patrons’ interview is on January 4th. Keep your fingers
crossed that it all goes well.
Happy new year to you all
John Dixon – Churchwarden

www.burrington-pc.org.uk/holytrinity-church/
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Youth Speaks Competition.
Pupils, Parents and Teachers from local schools will be very proud
of their Youth Speak teams as they were awarded the first, second
and third top prizes in the annual Youth Speaks Competition organised by Wrington Vale Rotary Club. Adding cream onto the cake, Nina, from Wrington Primary School was awarded the best Chairperson with Toby proposing the award winning Vote of Thanks.
The award winning team consisting of Ella, Naomi and Benedict introduced their topic of “One Size Fits All”. The combination of these
speakers, their presentation and research activities proved to be sufficient to justify the judge’s decision to award them the winning shield
for 2017.

The second prize was awarded to Burrington Primary School with
their well researched subject, and perhaps a currently most discussed topic, “The Gender Pay Gap”. Sophia proved to be an outstanding speaker on this subject and was therefore awarded the
Speaker of the night. Wrington School also won third prize.
Eight teams from five schools entered the competition The packed
audience much appreciated the research into the chosen subjects
and, perhaps even more so, the confidence of the delivery. Subjects
ranged from, “Should evacuation have been compulsory in World
War two”, “What makes a hero”, “The taste of sugar might not be so
sweet”, “Inequality in Sport”, “Circus- Animals or no animals”, and
“Out with the old and in with the new”. Banwell Primary, Saint Andrews Primary and Wrington Primary entered two teams each into
the competition with Sandford Primary and Burrington Primary entering one team each.
This was a truly memorable night for the audience but not that easy
for the Judges due to the high quality of the presentations, well researched facts and the confidence of the speakers in their deliveries.
Wrington Vale Rotary President, John Murphy and Compere Brian
Kirkup acknowledged all the hard work of the pupils, parents and
teachers in making the evening such a great success.
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Youth Speaks Competition

Toby receiving the Best Vote of Thanks award
Nina receiving her award as the Best
Chairperson

Sophia, Phoebe (Middle) and Grace

The overall winners, Benedict, Ella
(the tallest in the photo) and Naomi.
Their presentation was entitled “One
Size Fits All”
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Local Clubs News
Wrington Vale Rotary Club
Following the announcement that the Burrington Inn has been sold,
followed by a survey of suitable alternatives for regular weekly meetings, with a meal, the members have elected that the Barley Wood
House is the ideal location for our new home. Commencing from mid
January, all future meetings will be held every Wednesday evening at
Barley Wood commencing with a reception from 7-00pm and the
meal at 7-30pm.
The meetings attract a whole range of speakers from the business
world, leisure activities, professional occupations or charity campaigns. Our members, some 40 in numbers, come from a much diversified range of occupations ranging from banking, insurance, engineering, electronics, telecommunications, policing, retailing, education, legal or self employed trades.
We aim to provide many activities to benefit local, national and international projects with the emphasis being service above self. On 7th
February we have a speaker giving tales from the Hospitality Trade at
Barley Wood and, on the 8th will be the Junior Young Musician competition to be held at Churchill Academy.
The Rotary Club is an excellent venue for persons with professional
or senior management positions, or backgrounds, to mix with similar
type people in a social environment building up new relationships.
Should any such persons wish to know more about Wrington Vale
Rotary Club then please visit our web site,
www.wringtonvalerotary.com.uk or call Bob Shaw on 01934 842551.
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Wrington Local History Society
2017 was another successful year, and one in which, thanks to good regular attendance numbers, we were able to fund the purchase of our own projector. This
is available for our own members’ talks as well as those of our visiting speakers
when necessary.
As we enter our eighth year, our programme for 2018 is just as varied:
Jan Langford Tanneries

Feb TheHistory of Bristol Airport

Mar Knife Crime & Sailors in 18 th c Bristol

Apr Thankful villages of
& Gloucs

May Elizabeth I

Jun Medieval Musical Instruments

Jul W-s-M (details of talk TBA)

Aug Summer Break

Sep Wrington’s Poor Houses

Oct The (Replica) Matthew

Nov 500 Years of Old Maps

Dec Wrington’s Street Furniture

Soms

Member speakers include Nick Joy, Stephen Osman, Jill Rawlins, John Gowar
and Mark Bullen. Returning speakers are Steve Poole, Professor Hutton, Pat
Hase and Clive Burlton.
*The AGM will take place in April, prior to that evening’s talk.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our members and visitors for
their continued support during 2017.
Mark Bullen
Secretary

Wrington Gardening Club
We return to the Memorial Hall for this, our February meeting (on 15th).
Graham Nicholls, an expert grower from Timsbury, will be with us to talk on
'Penstemons' - one of my favourite, cottage garden perennials - mostly easy to
grow and repeat flowers - I believe the National Collection is held at Kingston
Mauward College in Dorset - they have a wide number of varieties for sale at
very reasonable prices, interesting gardens and a good teashop - well worth a
visit.
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Local Clubs News, Cont...
The Mendip Society - February Programme
Walks
Sat 3rd – Nunney
Meet at 1.30pm in the Quarry Car Park, Nunney (BA11 4NL).
A 4 to 5 mile walk which includes the 14th century Nunney Castle.
It will be muddy and slippery along the brook but we may see early snowdrops.
Moderate
Contact: Roger 07971 245956
ST 735 457
Sat 10th – Hinton Blewitt and Coley
Meet at 1.30pm at lay-by opposite the Ring O’ Bells, Upper Road, Hinton
Blewett, (BS39 5AN), or park considerately nearby.
A hilly walk of 4.5 miles.
Moderate
Contact: Clive 01275 848053
ST 594 569
Sat 17th – Shepton Mallet Snowdrop Festival
Meet at 1.30pm in the Old Market Road car park (charge £1.90) (BA4 5DU).
A walk of 4.5 miles to go along the snowdrop trail.
Moderate
Contact: Gill 01934 742508
ST 617 436
Sat 24th – Chew Stoke
Meet at 1.30pm in the Herons Green lay-by on the west side of Chew Valley
Lake on the B3114 (BS40 6NL).
A 4 mile walk passing a waterfall.
Moderate

Contact Peter: 01761 221995

ST 554 592

Yatton Bridge Club
Our group would very much welcome new members.
We are a small friendly club playing duplicate bridge every Wednesday
evening in Yatton Village Hall, from 7.00-10pm

If you have a partner just come in on the evening (Jack Crease room)
If you need a partner or would like more information please ring
Rosey on 01934 876886
or 07976 835341
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Local Club News, Cont….
The Lochrian Ensemble present ‘A Sparkling Night at the Opera’
at St Mary’s, Yatton, 24th February.
Yatton Music Society are delighted to host the Lochrian String Quartet’s performance of popular music from the operas by Puccini, Verdi, Strauss, Delibes and Tchaikovsky.
The Lochrian Ensemble is a string quartet based in North Somerset
who perform widely in the UK and Italy. They are regular guests at St
George’s Bristol, the Potentino Music Festival and the Morellino International Classical Music Festival in Tuscany. The quartet frequently appear on television, often performing on BBC’s
‘Songs of Praise’, as well as recording for film and in cross-genre
collaborations with other artists.
The Lochrian String Quartet has received much acclaim for its rich
sound and sensitive music-making with accolades that include: ‘they
play with sensitivity, thoughtfulness and passion’ (Bruno Schrecker),
‘beautiful’ (BBC Music Magazine),‘vivacious and nuanced music
making’ (Music web international).
The concert starts at 7.30 p.m. at St Mary’s Church, Yatton. Ticket
prices £8.00 members, £10.00 non-members including refreshments.
Tickets can be obtained from the Church office or on the door on the
night. For details of this concert and future Society events please visit www.yms.org.uk or contact David Ford 01934 830255 or e-mail
david.ford@yms.org.uk.
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Local Club News, Cont….
Wrington WI
We ended 2017 with our Christmas party. We had an American
Supper followed by a Christmas Quiz. Jackie Seymour gave a
presentation on Marys Meals, a Charity which provides meals for
school children to the world’s poorest communities. We were then
entertained by our own drama group who performed a very funny
play about a visit to a stately home.
Gabrielle welcomed members new and old to the meeting. Wrington
and Yatton WI’s are having a joint trip to Weston College for an
evening meal on Thursday 25 th January. Something to look forward
to in dreary January!

Paul Cullen a retired fireman gave an interesting talk on his life in the
Fire Service and how the conditions changed during his 30 years
working in the Service.
The speaker next month is Sandra Bateman on “The Bronte Sisters”
and the item for the ACWW table is a favourite book.
Our next meeting is Thursday 8th February 2018 at 7.30 p.m. at the
Memorial Hall. If you would like to join us you will be made very welcome.
I would like to finish by wishing everyone a healthy and peaceful
2018.
Diane Reay

Wrington Vale Inner Wheel Club
Celebrated World Inner Wheel Day at the Vice President's House
with tea coffee and cakes Knitting squares for blankets. was the
theme for the evening Members also brought food and toiletries for
the Cheddar Food Bank. It was a very pleasant evening with a lot of
chatter.
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Local Club News, Cont….
ers as a token of our thanks.

Redhill WI
We held our Annual Meeting at
the beginning of November. It was
reported that our finances were in
good order and that an interesting
programme had been put in place
for 2018. A message from Hilary
Vowles, who unfortunately was
not able to be at the meeting,
thanked everyone who had made
it a very successful year. Clare
Potter in her report spoke about
the success of our Afternoon Tea
for St George’s Day, the concert
on 15th July featuring the Royal
Mail Choir and our annual Harvest
Supper held on 27th October. Following the annual election for officers, Rona Luckham was elected
President. The other officers are
– Vice-President, Hilary Vowles;
Secretary, Clare Potter; Treasurer, Karen Gronback.
In December we had an
‘American-Supper’ style Christmas Party for members. We extended an invitation to people
from the village who wanted to
join us and it was good to see
several people who were new to
the village. During the evening,
Rona thanked Hilary for the great
service she has given to our WI.
This has been most noticeable in
the number of people she has
brought into Redhill WI over a
number of years and her tireless
work at every event. She was then
presented with a bouquet of flow-

Our excellent programme of
events include talks on Genealogy, La Trama Olive Oil, ‘Hearing
Dogs’ for deaf people, The Challenge of Re-Enactment, Windmills
& Windmillers, the RNLI, Katie
Morag and The Bristol Riots. We
have monthly competitions and
various other events so please
look at the Redhill section on the
website for Wrington on a regular
basis for further information.

As part of our support for the National Federation’s Resolution –
Alleviating Loneliness – we have
set up and funded, on a monthly
basis, a singing session ‘Singing
for Fun’. The group meet in the
church on a monthly basis. All are
welcome – those who are confident and those who aren’t. Look

out for the date of the next session in February.

Redhill WI always has a warm
welcome for people who are
interested in coming along to
our meetings as a visitor prior
to deciding to become members. So please look at our
website or contact a member.
Liz Shorney

19

Local Club News, Cont…..
WRINGTON FRIENDSHIP CLUB.
Wishing everyone a Very Happy New Year for 2018.
Our meetings for 2017 ended on a very pleasant high, first, we enjoyed our Christmas meal on
Friday 1st December at the Beachlands Hotel in Weston super Mare,
excellent food and company,
then on Friday the 15th we had our Christmas party in the memorial
hall, with tasty snacks and a
"just for fun bingo" session and the giving of presents and cards. I
think everyone who was able to come had a
good time, unfortunately, there were some members not able to
come due to illness, and we hope they
will have been able to enjoy their Christmas and look forward to seeing them in the New Year.
We do not meet during the month of January, so our first meeting in
2018 will be on Friday 9th February
at 2.30pm in the Memorial Hall, when we shall have our AGM and
then a general get together with tea and biscuits.

From Chew Valley U3A!
Chew Valley U3A will be holding a coffee morning at 10 am on 19
February 2018 at Ubley Village Hall. Refreshments at 10 am followed by a speaker at 10.30 am.
Rob Bayly is an ex BBC TV Producer who has appeared on the Antiques Road Show and spent two years on Cruise ships.
On this occasion he will be speaking about ‘Crossing London by Balloon’, so do please come and join us. New members always welcome. Members fee £1, Visitors £2.50.
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R.B.L. Poppy Appeal
I would like to thank all who contributed to the above Appeal and enabled us
to amass a total, so far, of £4185.67. This total will hopefully rise during the
year by a small amount, mainly due to sales of wreaths for different events.
I would also like to thank Jez and Lucy Empson for loaning us the use of the
'Bootshop' window to put together a display for Remembrancetide. Also
thanks goes to all of the collectors who go out on the dark nights of early
November for the house-to-house collections and the local businesses who
kindly have boxes on their counters. Without all of this help our collection
would be nowhere near as much.
2018 sees the 100 year anniversary of the end of WW1 and Remembrance
Day falls on 11th November, so this will be a very important year for us all. If
any local clubs or societies would like to lay a wreath this year, please contact me.
Judith Gallop, Poppy Appeal Organiser
862621

Redhill Village Hall/Club Events
Open Mike Nights 8pm-11pm on the 1st Friday of each month
2nd February - 2nd March - 6th April - 4th May - 1st June. Hosted by
Jerry Blythe. Join us in the club room and unwind with an evening of live
music, acoustic singer-songwriters at their very best and enjoy the mix of
local professionals as well as open mic slots. Call Jerry on 07900 587646
for more information or call in at Redhill Village Hall/Club, Church Road,
Redhill, North Somerset BS40 5SG. Located just off the A38, 2 miles south
of Bristol Airport. Tel: 01934 862619

NEW MONTHLY GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
This new group will initially be held on the first Sunday of the month from 24pm, where we will meet for Tea/coffee Biscuits and cake and receive support/information from a fully qualified Bereavement Counsellor with many
years experience who will be able to offer emotional and spiritual support in
a safe and non judgemental environment within my home.
These free sessions will be Limited to 6-8 people initially and starting in
March.
If you feel this may be something helpful to you or family/friend, then ring
me for more information on 007036 or 01934 862519 for a confidential chat.
Wendy.
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On Our Farms…..Criminal Damage
It’s funny when we live in such a ‘whatever’ world how food and farming stirs emotion
in so many people. Veganism is a good case in point. It appears, in addition to young
people exploring the option of a vegan lifestyle, those already wedded to the cause
are garnering support through initiatives such as veganuary.
Mainstream media quite understandably like a good story and veganuary fits this like
the proverbial hand in a glove. There is also the opportunity for those promoting the
cause to exploit the power of social media to good effect. What comes out of it is debate about the rights and wrongs of keeping animals for food and other uses. Hopefully, this educates those involved and gives them the knowledge to be able to make a
reasoned decision about how they live their life.
In a similar vein, there are those that believe cattle should be kept in buildings in the
dry and warm all through the winter – and in the summer if it rains. On the other hand,
there are others who want cattle to be allowed to graze the fields all year round. The
Pasture Livestock Association is a body that actively promotes extensive grazing of
livestock all year round and has a market for all that is produced from that system.
Again, it is two very different views which, given the right information, individuals can
make a choice about what they support in their buying decisions. Which brings me on
to another point. We graze some of our cattle outside for part of the winter on roots
and grass. The young cattle and dry cows have access to such delights as stubble
turnips, swedes, fodder radish, kale and grass. Whilst the fields they are grazing may
look muddy, they have about 25 tonnes of crop per hectare to graze. This compares
to 2 tonnes per hectare of grass in the summer. What you need to remember is the
majority of the crop is below ground and the cattle have to pull it. A type of cow selfservice I suppose. It’s difficult to visualise the vast amounts of feed described above
but if you imagine a heaped wheelbarrow full of the crops being grazed, that is what
each animal has the opportunity to consume each day.
Unfortunately this isn’t visible to the untrained eye or many walking along the neighbouring lanes. As a consequence, in a short space of time, someone decided to cut
the wire surrounding our fields three times and let the cattle escape and free range
the parish. Not only does their ‘dogooding’ expose the escaped cattle to the danger of
night time drivers but it also puts the car drivers at risk. As well as that, can you imagine the mess a trail of 150 animals leave having their own private rodeo through the
arable fields and vineyards of Aldwick? Not a pretty site.
If people object to how farmers do things, they should have the good manners to engage, ask questions and agree to disagree if that is the case. They should not take
matters into their own hands and cause untold damage to animals, people and property.
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Wrington Parish Council
North Somerset Council Area Officer ‘surgery’ Tuesday 6 February, 10-11am, in the John Locke Room, Silver Street.
Come in to talk to Jeff Shipway from NSC about any concerns you
have regarding highway, road maintenance, footpath and drainage
issues.
A2 Bus service
As many of you will already be aware, the A2 bus service has been
changed to a two hourly service from January and this will continue
until April. After that the A2 will cease to operate and will be, we understand, replaced by a Community bus which will include Winscombe, Wrington, Redhill, Yatton, Congresbury, Winford, Felton and
the airport.
Dog mess problem
We have received complaints from concerned residents about the
amount of dog mess in the village. Most residents do clean up after
their dogs but it only takes a few who don’t to create an inconvenience and health hazard for other residents, especially for children.
Parish Council meetings in February 2018:
Tuesday 20 February - Planning Committee meeting at 6.00pm
Wednesday 21 February – Parish Council meeting at 7.30pm

The John Locke Room is open to the public on Tuesday and Friday
mornings (except Bank holidays) from 10am-12noon.
Fiona Burke Clerk
Tel 863984

clerk_wrington@hotmail.com
www.wringtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
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North Somerset Council
Happy New Year!
Waste collections
Apparently waste collection calendars
are no longer delivered or posted to
every household. They are available
on NSC’s website, and will also be
sent on request by ringing NSC. Remember that garden waste collections are monthly until March, with the
Wrington collection on 5th February. If
you have any problems getting a
waste calendar please contact me.
A2 bus
The announcement that the A2 bus
will run 2 hourly instead of hourly
from 14th January came at very short
notice and after the last Journal deadline. Unfortunately the first bus to
Weston will not leave Wrington until
8.29am, arriving at 9.15, too late for
College courses or work. The first bus
to the airport leaves at 7.59am. Unfortunately I have been unable to
have the timings changed.
In May the routes and timings will
change again quite radically as the
A2 will be replaced by a community
bus. The proposals at present show a
complicated hourly service, with the
first bus from Wrington leaving at
7.28 am to Langford, Congresbury
and Yatton station, and 8.27am to the
airport.
This service would run through
Wrington, Redhill (Church Rd!!), the
airport, Felton & Winford.
Alternate journeys would go to from
Wrington to Langford and Yatton, or

to Langford, Sandford and Winscombe.
To get to Weston you could change
at the airport to the Weston Flyer or
change at Congresbury to the X1
bus.
I hope some changes will be made
before the timetable is finalised, eg a
new bus stop at the bottom of Stock
Lane so that residents on the alternate buses to Congresbury can get
off in Langford.
NSC Budget 2018/19
In December we were told to expect a
Council tax increase of 4.75%, based
on 3% for Adult care and 1.75% for
everything else, 2% being the cap
above which a referendum would be
required. Now the Government has
increased the cap to 3%, so NSC will
have to decide whether to raise
Council tax by nearly 6%. There is
still a budget gap of nearly £2 million
when identified savings, expected
expenditure and a Council tax increase of 4.75% are considered.
Raising Council Tax by a further 1%
would raise a further £980,000.
Cuts are proposed for housing support to vulnerable residents, children’s services, highways
“efficiencies”, school transport, libraries, parks & ground maintenance,
telephone call centre & town hall
gateway, plus increases in parking
charges,
NSC will decide the budget on 20th
February.

Deborah Yamanaka 01934
862109
d.yamanaka@btinternet.com
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THE SHOEBOXES HAVE ARRIVED IN ROMANIA!
We are so thankful to the community of Wrington in donating 92 Christmas
shoeboxes. They were part of a 6244 consignment sent to Romania via
South Bristol Centre at Christ the Servant. Also thanks to all the volunteers
who give up their time and use of their vehicle to serve this wonderful cause.
So thanks again to all who responded through the Chapel and Sue Cross at
New Image once again in this generous way.
Jenny & Graham

Drama Club Quiz
The very popular Wrington Drama Club Quiz will take place in the Memorial
Hall on Saturday March 3rd,.
Get there at 7pm for a 7.15pm start.

Tickets are £10 each and this will include a hot meal and dessert at half
time and as usual there will be a bar, prizes and a raffle.
Teams should be no more than 6.
Tickets will be available from Amors and Buglers from 1 st February and usually sell out quickly, so don’t delay when the time comes!
Steve Osman
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Advanced music students at Churchill Academy compete for the generous cash prize (from an anonymous donor), the opportunity to perform at a special showcase concert at St.
George's Bristol and our 'Audience' and 'Junior' trophies. The standard is high, the atmosphere thrilling and the external adjudication is
lively and informative. With delicious nibbles in the interval this popular event will not only warm even the chilliest winter evening, but it
has become a high spot in our music calendar!
Event details
6.00pm - 8.30pm (approx.)
Monday 29 January 2018
St. John the Baptist Church, Church Lane, Churchill, Somerset BS25 5QW
There will be one interval.
Tickets
£8.00; Under 18's £4.00
Tickets available from: Susannah Read 01934 844106 or pot luck at the door

Simon Page
Dr Simon Page
+44 (0) 1934 741487
+44 (0) 7900693783
Publicity Volunteer for Churchill Music!
http://www.churchillmusic.org.uk/
Somerlea
105 Redcliffe Street
Cheddar
BS27 3PF
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Local Classes
PILATES AT BARLEY WOOD
Commencing on Wednesday, 7th March at 1-30pm, Corinne Mutlow
will introduce a new Pilates Class for beginners in the impressive
banquet hall at Barley Wood House.
To assist potential persons considering joining a Pilates class,
Corinne is inviting people to attend a complimentary introduction session on either the 21st or 28th of February, at the hall, for a class commencing at 1-30pm or another at 2-30pm. Here she will explain and
demonstrate the benefits of Pilates including potential candidates undergoing various exercises, under supervision, to ascertain their suitability for such classes.
Corinne has been a qualified fitness instructor since 1993 and
achieved her qualification to teach Pilates in 2003. She then underwent many 1:1 Pilates training sessions which ranged from strength
building for athletes plus assisting people’s recovery from many different medical conditions. She teaches a range of classes already
and does have experience of helping people with numerous health
conditions including stroke recovery.
To ensure Corinne can provide close guidance and supervision for
each attendee, it is not intended to have numbers, per class, to exceed 20 as the absolute maximum. To book your place at either of
the complimentary classes, please phone Corinne on 07919532960,
preferably after 5-00pm. All recorded messages will have a reply provided they leave a phone number.
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DEBBIE FORTUNE ESTATE AGENTS – WRINGTON
BRANCH
You may have noticed that we are no longer residing at the Clock
House. It was with a heavy heart and with certain circumstances beyond our control that we have had to make the decision to move on
to new premises at the end of our tenancy. In light of these changes
and due to our continued expansion and subsequently our need for
more space, we are pleased to announce that we have secured larger premises situated nearby.
As these new premises are not quite ready, our staff from our Head
Office at the Wrington Branch have TEMPORARILY relocated to the
first floor suite at our Chew Magna Office, and it is BUSINESS AS
USUAL for all our clients, customers and friends.
This office has therefore closed from 18th December 2017 however
our phone number 01934 862370 and email remain the same:
salesadmin@debbiefortune.co.uk
KEEP AN EYE ON OUR WEBSITE AND SOCIAL MEDIA PAGES
FOR NEWS OF OUR GRAND OPENING IN EARLY 2018!
Should you need to come and see us our temporary address at
Chew Magna office is
9 South Parade, Chew Magna, BS40 8SH.
Once again thank you to everyone for all your support and hope to

see you all again soon.
DEBBIE FORTUNE, NEIL DREJER AND ALL THE TEAM!
Kind regards,

Karen Glen
Office Manager - Wrington
Tel: 01934 862370
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Stop Press—Photos from
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
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Charlie & the Chocolate Factory. Two pages of
photos
Review to follow in next months journal
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Wrington Community Minibus
February and March 2018
WESTON
February

March

Wednesday
14

WELLS Wednesday

09:30

28

13:30

14

09:30

28

February

21

09:30

March

21

09:30

13:30

GENERAL PUBLIC TRIPS

Wednesday

Feb 07

10:30 am Nailsea

Thursday Feb 15

02:00 pm Tea time trip

Monday

Feb 19

02:00 pm Nailsea

Monday

Feb 26

11:00 am Cadbury Garden Centre

Friday

Mar 02

11:30 am Pub lunch – Little Harp, Clevedon

Monday

Mar 05

10:30 am Nailsea

Saturday

Mar 10

09:30 am Frome Market

Thursday Mar 15

10:30 am Clarks Village, Street

Monday

Mar 19

02:00 pm Nailsea

Monday

Mar 26

11.00 am Whitehall Garden Centre, Whitchurch

All the public journeys above should be booked with Alison Robbie on 862953 (e-mail
robbiealison@btinternet.com).

Journeys may have to be changed for various reasons so please check when booking your seat on the Minibus.

PRIVATE BOOKINGS

For any private events please ring Janet Walters on 861153 or email to walters.n@sky.com for information on what is required to book the minibus for a private
function.

a volunteer
driver from the Minibus Society's list of approved drivers.
Please bear in mind that to use the minibus you will need to obtain
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Dates for your Diary
2nd February

Burringon Coffee Morning Village Hall 9-11am

2nd February

Redhill Club Open Mic Night 8-11pm

6th February

NSC Officer ‘Surgery’, John Locke Room 10-11am.

8th February

Wrington W.I, Memorial Hall 7:30pm

8th February

Junior Young Musician, Churchill Academy

9th February

Wrington Friendship Club Memorial Hall 2:30pm

11th February

Grief Support Group. Wendy Davy 2- 4pm

15th February

Wrington Gardening Club, Memorial Hall

17th February

‘The Shack’, Wrington Chapel 6:30pm.

19th February

Chew valley U3A. Coffee morning Ubley Village hall
10am.

20th February

Parish Council Planning Committee Meeting 6pm.

20 February

Singing For Fun, Christ Church Redhill 7pm.

21st February

Parish Council Meeting 7:30pm

24th February

The Lochrian Ensemble, St Mary’s Yatton 7:30pm

3rd March

Drama Club Quiz, Memorial Hall 7pm

23rd March

An evening of magic, Butcombe village hall 7pm

All saints Full list of upcoming events – see page 4

Christ Church Full list of upcoming events—see page 7
Butcombe Church Full list of upcoming events—See page 8
Wrington Chapel Full list of upcoming events—see page 10
Wrington History Sociery 2018 programme of events—see page 15
Mendip Society Full list of upcoming events—see page 16
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